Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.011 Å; R factor = 0.055; wR factor = 0.126; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.2.
The centrosymmetric title compound, [Cd(C 9 H 9 BrNO 2 ) 2 ], was obtained by the reaction of 5-bromosalicylaldehyde, 2-aminoethanol and cadmium nitrate in ethanol. The Cd atom, located on an inversion centre, is hexacoordinated by two Schiff base ligands in an octahedral coordination through the phenolate O atom, the imine N atom and the hydroxy O atoms. In the crystal, molecules are linked through intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming chains along the b axis. 
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Structure Reports Online
The molecule of the title complex, (I) (Fig. 1) , is centrosymmetric, with the inversion center located at the Cd atom. The 
Experimental
To a solution of 5-bromosalicylaldehyde (0.181 g, 1.0 mmol), 2-aminoethanol (0.061 g, 1.0 mmol) in 20 ml absolute ethanol was added slowly a solution of cadmium nitrate (0.154 g, 0.5 mmol) in ethanol. The mixture was stirred for 2 h at room temperature to give a colorless solution, which was filtered and the filtrate was left to stand at room temperature. Colorless block crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation.
Refinement
H2 atom bonded to O2 atom was located in a difference map and refined with distance restraint of O-H = 0.85 (1) Å. Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with atom labels and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. Unlabelled atoms are at the symmetry position 1/2 -x, y, 1/2 -z. 
